
Wanaka 2020 and beyond

Considering the challenges of declining ecosystems and 
resource availability and increasing demand for these 

resources we were asked to think about what Wanaka might 
look like into the future. 

We were asked to consider things like how we would feed 
ourselves, what our government might look like, what our 

energy supply would be and how we might get around.

On the following pages are some of the ideas and visions that 
people wrote…………



FOOD & 
FARMING

EVERYWHERE
-Allotments and community 

gardens
-Public space planted with food 

-Public orchards
-Backyards full of produce

-Everyone involved in some form 
of food production

ORGANIC & HEALTHY
-Affordable local organic

-Nutritious and high energy
-Famers paid more for nutrient dense food rather 

than high yields
-Building top soil and reduced water for irrigation

-Food as medicine
-Domino effect of conversion to organic, 

permaculture

SHARED AND TRADED
-Knowledge and food shared by neighbours 

and growers
-Food swap events

-- Farmers market thriving all year round
-Local supermarkets  and stores promoting 

local and organic produce
-Many ways to buy and trade

-Seed saving network

LEARNING
-Workshops and working 

bees
-People educated to eat well

-Communal gardening to 
share skills

-Schools and retirement 
centres working together

-Community events to 
celebrate the harvest season

LOCAL AND SEASONAL
-Using advanced technology to 

grow local all year round
-and biodynamic growing 

methods
-- increased diversity of crops 

and land use

How will Wanaka feed itself in 2020 and beyond?

“A system of farming that was truly designed to 
feed people and to go on doing so for the indefinite 
future would be founded primarily on mixed farms 
and local production”
Colin Tudge,  So Shall We Reap; what’s gone wrong 
with the worlds food and how to fix it



ENERGY

A rail/bus/food 
corridor through 

to Dunedin

Electric/zero-emission 
transport out the valley 

and other popular 
places

A pony and cart to 
move goods around 

town

Wind or solar powered Gondola 
up to the ski field or a gondola 

system linking to other ski fields 
and Queenstown

A free biodiesel bus 
linking Albert Town, 

Wanaka, Luggate and 
Hawea communities

Solar powered 
vehicles and bio 
fuels available

Small engines 
the norm – no 

“fast” roads

Schools have own vans 
powered by renewable 
sources to take kids to 

sport games

A network of SAFE cycle and 
walking paths – faster than a 

car
Cycling and foot the main 

forms of transport for people 
and goods around town

Where will Wanaka draw it’s energy 
from in 2020 and beyond?

“It is always going to be difficult to come up with sustainable ways to 
support our unsustainable lifestyle.”
- Charles Wyman of the University of California on biofuels, Feb 2008



BUILDINGS

Energy efficient 
and 

hyperinsulated

Smaller 
houses

Eco building 
promoted by 

local government

Solar panels on 
every roof

Low embodied 
energy materials 

sold at Mitre 0 and 
PlaceMakers

Households and 
families can  share  
gardens, bbq areas, 

veggie gardens, a pool 
of cars, child care etc

Solar hot water 
standard for all 
new homes and 

buildings

Massive empty 
holiday houses are 

squatted

Healthy 
warm 
homes

What kind of buildings will 
we live and work in?

Housing on hills 
not the useful land

"The good building is not one that hurts the landscape, but one 
which makes the landscape more beautiful than it was before the 
building was built. "
- Frank Lloyd Wright



TRANSPORT

A rail/bus/food 
corridor through 

to Dunedin

Electric/zero-emission 
transport out the valley 

and other popular 
places

A pony and cart to 
move goods around 

town

Wind or solar powered Gondola 
up to the ski field or a gondola 

system linking to other ski fields 
and Queenstown

A free biodiesel bus 
linking Albert Town, 

Wanaka, Luggate and 
Hawea communities

Solar powered 
vehicles and bio 
fuels available

Small engines 
the norm – no 

“fast” roads

Schools have own vans 
powered by renewable 
sources to take kids to 

sport games

A network of SAFE cycle and 
walking paths – faster than a 

car
Cycling and foot the main 

forms of transport for people 
and goods around town

How will goods and people move 
around Wanaka 2020 and beyond?

“When I see an adult on a bicycle I have 
hope for the human race.”
- HG Wells



GOVERNMENT 
& BUSINESS

Thriving local 
barter systems –

formal and 
informal

Local control of 
community issues and 
public involvement in 

solutions

Local government 
run by people who 

understand that 
constant growth is 
NOT sustainable

Community governance is 
fair, just representation of 

everyone

Government led and 
informed by the 

communities vision

Thriving businesses 
are labour intensive, 

agricultural and 
mostly organic

Incentives for 
individuals and 

communities who 
reduce dependency on 

globalised methods

What will local government and 
business look like in 2020 and beyond?

“The political economy of the future will be lean, flexible, locally self 
reliant, ingenious, robust, intelligent and very different from our own.”
- David Fleming, 2007, Lean Logic; A Dictionary of Environmental Manners

A local currency the Wanaka Dollar!
Time banks used to trade skills and 

time

Key businesses –
education based on 

sustainable principles,
Tourism for NZ market



SOCIETY & 
CULTURE

Development slows 
- no more suburban 

sprawl

Community is resilient and 
connected - Generation –
all age groups catered for, 
valued and  connected up

Community is 
designed for 

human/animal/earth 
care using 

permaculture 
principles

Greater life satisfaction by 
community seasonal 

celebrations, classes in 
skills/hobbies/languages etc

Crime Zero –
everyone safe, 

no fear of 
anything

ecological footprint 
- community living 
within “earth fair 

share” –

Population stable or 
reducing trend

Wanaka made up of 
permanent residents

What kind of a community will Wanaka 
be in 2020 and beyond?

Throughout history, the really fundamental changes in societies 
have come about not from the dictates of government and the 
results of battles but through vast numbers of people changing 
their minds, sometimes only by a little bit.
- Willis Harman

People matter, 
stuff doesn’t

Wealth of social 
capital in the bank 

instead of cash

Education – based on self 
development, understanding of 

nature
Wanaka is an education centre 

for sustainable practice

Jobs – research, 
agriculture and IT 

highly valued



WATER 
& AIR

All our rivers 
and lakes full of 
beautiful clear 

clean water

Water use is 
efficient and 

productive rather 
than aesthetic

Clean 
untreated 
water for 
everyone

Agriculture 
takes advantage 
of natural water 

flows

Storm water reuse, 
grey water systems 

and composting 
toilets are standard 

for new homes

Green roofs and 
rainwater tanks 
for every new 

house

WASTE

Reduced food 
packaging

Human waste kept in a 
closed circuit and used 

to produce crops

Recycling is 
encouraged for 

tourists

Zero waste to landfill, 
everything has a reuse value 
and is used locally – waste 

flows mimic nature

Clean Air – no 
smoky fires 

polluting the air

All products rated 
for sustainable 

practice 
performance

Cradle to cradle 
philosophy  - disposal 

feeds consumption in a 
cycle not a straight lineTo eliminate the concept of waste means to design things--

products, packaging, and systems--from the very beginning 
on the understanding that waste does not exist. 
- Michael Braungart, Cradle to Cradle


